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	Unit Overview

	Unit Plan Title
	Self Portraits

	Subject Area(s)
	Painting, Collage, Drawing

	Grade Level(s)
	11

	Length of Unit (#hour / weeks)
	18 Days = 3.5 weeks

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	Essential Question(s)

(What is the big idea/problem?)
	How do artists depict themselves and in what ways can I do that too?

	Unit & Content Questions
	What is the tradition of self-portraits?
Why should we create our own? How can we do this? 

What are some techniques used in self-portraiture?

Are some images that artists make of themselves not self-portraits?

How can we depict ourselves without actually painting our whole selves? 



	Unit Summary / Rationale 
· The unit is appropriate at this time because the students will know about self-portraits and will have made their own, but they will not know the history behind them and the different methods of making them. They are still good to make because they can have a more mature look at how to create self-portraits, rather than just drawing themselves. 
· Students will develop their skills at life drawing (when drawing themselves), as well as learning more about themselves when working on the other two. They will also develop their techniques in painting for the culminating task. They will always see self-portraits and show know about them.
· For the total curriculum, I have included many artists in my history that are diverse, including many queer artists, and a few non-white ones. 
· This unit could be integrated into other subjects such as English, where you discuss how autobiographies are similar to self-portraits. 
· This unit addresses the knowledge of different artists working in self-portraiture, and more in-depth techniques in media they already know. 
· The content meets the needs of the learners because they will intellectually learn about many different artists and artworks. Socially, it will have them discussing with their peers and listening during critique. Emotionally, it has representation for all of the students as well as allows for them to express themselves in at least 2 artworks. Physically, it allows time for movement around the room if needed. 
· My unit plan reflects much diversity, and will be more accurate for students with special needs once I have them in my classrooms and I know how I can help each of them. 
· This unit will interest them because teenagers are very interested in themselves, so getting to create art depicting themselves will be interesting for them. I think this can help the students with the skills in the media they already know and allow for growth, especially into more abstract territory. 

	Unit Foundation

	Overall Expectations / Content Standards  (Refer to Provincial Curriculum document)

	A1. The Creative Process: apply the creative process to create a variety of art works, individually and/or

Collaboratively
· For the artworks they will be making 
A2. The Elements and Principles of Design: apply the elements and principles of design to create art

works for the purpose of self-expression and to communicate ideas, information, and/or messages;
· For how the artworks are composed 
A3. Production and Presentation: produce art works, using a variety of media/materials and traditional

and emerging technologies, tools, and techniques, and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of

ways of presenting their works and the works of others.
· The actual making of the artworks and the critique at the end of the unit
B1. The Critical Analysis Process: demonstrate an understanding of the critical analysis process by

examining, interpreting, evaluating, and reflecting on various art works;
· Examining the historical works they see as well as the ones their classmates make 
B2. Art, Society, and Values: demonstrate an understanding of how art works reflect the society in

which they were created, and of how they can affect both social and personal values;
· How the history affected self-portraiture 
C1. Terminology: demonstrate an understanding of, and use correct terminology when referring to,

elements, principles, and other components related to visual arts;
· The terminology when dealing with these different media and with self-portraiture 
C2. Conventions and Techniques: demonstrate an understanding of conventions and techniques used

in the creation of visual art works;
· How we use the different media
C3. Responsible Practices: demonstrate an understanding of responsible practices related to visual arts.
· How to use the products we have responsibly 

	Specific Expectations / Learning Objectives  (Refer to Provincial Curriculum document)

	A1.1 use various strategies, individually and/or collaboratively, to generate, explore, and elaborate on ideas and to develop and revise detailed plans for the creation of art works that address a variety of creative challenges
A1.2 apply the appropriate stages of the creative process to produce and revise two- and threedimensional art works using a variety of traditional and contemporary media

A2.1 explore how elements and principles of design can be used to convey emotion and enhance personal expression, and use a combination of these elements and principles to create two- and three-dimensional art works that express personal feelings and communicate specific emotions to the audience 

A3.2 explore a range of traditional and current materials, technologies, techniques, and tools used by visual artists
A3.3 describe appropriate standards and conventions for the presentation of different types of visual art works, and apply these standards and conventions when preparing their art works for presentation
B1.1 analyse their initial response to art works
B1.2 deconstruct the visual content and the use of elements and principles of design in their own art work and the work of others
B1.4 describe and reflect on the qualities of their own art works and the works of others, and evaluate the effectiveness of these works, using a variety of criteria
B2.2 explain, on the basis of research, ways in which various art works are a response to and a reflection of the society in which they were created
B2.3 reflect on and explain how creating and analysing art works has affected their personal identity and values and/or changed their perceptions of society and social issues

C1.1 demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles of design, and use terminology related to these elements and principles correctly and appropriately when creating or analysing art works
C1.2 explain terminology related to a variety of techniques, materials, and tools
C2.1 demonstrate an understanding of a wide variety of techniques that artists use to achieve a range of specific effects 

C2.2 demonstrate an understanding of a variety of conventions used in visual arts
C3.2 demonstrate an understanding of health and safety issues and conscientious practices associated with the use of materials, property, techniques, tools, and technologies in visual arts

	Lesson Summary 

	Lesson #1
	Traditional Self Portraits – The History

	Lesson #2
	After Photography 

	Lesson #3
	Pushing Self Portraiture

	Assessment Plan  

	Assessment Techniques and Instruments (Indicate which of the following apply)

	(  Observation – demonstration

(  Consultation – individual discussion

(  Consultation – group discussion

(  Focused Analysis – assignments

· Peer/Self Assessment – Critique

	Diagnostic Assessment (Pre-assessment to determine prior knowledge and skills)

	· Think-Pair-Share on Day 1 – what students know about self-portraiture as well as their knowledge of its history 
· Asking if anyone has used the techniques that will be used – if not, you must explain them 

	Formative Assessment (While students work on projects and complete tasks) 

	· Project 1: Students will create a small drawing of themselves while looking into a mirror. This is to allow them a chance to work on the traditional conventions of self-portraiture. 15%
· Project 2: Students will create a collage about their inner self. They will use the conventions that they know and will try to show a way of depicting themselves without actually doing so. This is to get them thinking about their final assignment. 25%

· Participation – If students are attentive in class, if they do not disturb others, etc. - 10%

· Observation of the class – the answers in discussions, the questions that are asked 

· Discussions with the students about their ideas for their projects 

	Summative Assessment (After project work is completed)

	· Project 3: Students create a self-portrait painting that does not actually contain an image of them in it. They will use the conventions that they learned about and will have a research period to design their plan. Once their plan is approved, they may begin painting. There will be a critique at the end of the work period where the students will be able to show their work to the class and receive feedback. They will also fill out a self-evaluation so that they can reflect on their work and final image.  - 40% for painting, 5% for critique, 5% for self-evaluation

	Planning Framework

	Multiple Intelligences (Indicate which of the following apply)

	(   Verbal Linguistic 

(   Logical Mathematical 

(   Visual Spatial 

(   Body Kinesthetic
	(   Musical Rhythmic (Music playing in the room or that they have on)
(   Interpersonal

(   Intrapersonal

(   Naturalist 

	Ontario Achievement Categories (Indicate which of the following apply)

	(   Knowledge and Understanding
(   Thinking
	(   Communication
(   Application

	Lesson Details

	Lesson #1 Title:  
	Traditions of Self Portrait – The History

	Lesson #1 Learning Goals

Students will:
	· Learn the history of self-portraiture and why it has continued on for so long 
· Learn how photography changed self-portraiture 

· Will create a traditional self portrait 

	Length
	2 Days = 70 mins x 2 

	Lecture Day: Day 1

	Instructional Procedures
	Time

	Introductory Activities: 

Warm-up, review, new terminology, “Hook”
	· Introduce unit – overview

· Think-Pair-Share – why people make self-portraits 
	5 mins

	Learning Activities:  

Presentation, modeling, check for understanding, guided practice, independent application
	· Lecture – first part of the PowerPoint
· Project 1: Students will start to realistically draw themselves with a mirror attached to an easel 
	30 mins

30 mins

	Closing: 

Make sense, recap, reinforce
	· Recap the ideas presented today
· Clean up 
· Exit card – 1 thing you enjoyed, 1 you didn’t, 1 you want to know 
	5 mins

	Work Period Day: Day 2

	Introductory Activities: 

Warm-up, review, new terminology, “Hook”
	· Quick recap the day before 

· Help set up anything they need 
	5 mins

	Learning Activities:  

Presentation, modeling, check for understanding, guided practice, independent application
	· Students will finish their drawings of themselves – adding shading 
	60 mins

	Closing: 

Make sense, recap, reinforce
	· Clean up 
	5 mins

	Homework: 

Reinforces or foreshadows lesson
	· Finish their Realistic Self Portrait
	

	Materials and Resources Required For Lesson

	Technology Hardware
	Self-Portraits PowerPoint 

	Printed Materials
	· Notes on the PowerPoint 
· Handout for Project 1 

	Supplies / Equipment
	· Paper (sketchbook)
· Pencils
· Easels 
· Small mirrors 
· Tape 

	Accommodations / Modifications (differentiated instruction)

	Resource Student
	· Only have them draw part of their face 
· Allow them to move around during the lecture, or given them notes about it if they cannot handle sitting still that long

	Gifted Student
	· Have them put more detail into their drawing
· Do a few so that they feel very confident in their self-portraiture abilities   

	Non-Native Speaker
	· Translate your handout 
· Show them what you want them to do – the drawing of their face 

	Lesson #2 Title:  
	After Photography

	Lesson #2 Learning Goals

Students will:
	· Learn what happened after photography in the history of self portrait 
· Will create a collage based on their identity and how they can use symbolism to depict it

	Length
	     1 Lecture Day – 70 mins

3 Work Days – 70 mins x 3 

	Instructional Procedures
	Time

	Lecture Day: Day 3

	Introductory Activities: 

Warm-up, review, new terminology, “Hook”
	· Recap of the previous history of self portrait
· Introduce the new topic – after photography
	5 mins

	Learning Activities:  

Presentation, modeling, check for understanding, guided practice, independent application
	· Lecture on After Photography – hyperrealism, symbolism, etc.
· Discussion about each artist – some history, why they are doing what they are doing 
· Project 2: Start the collage assignment: brainstorm things about themselves that make up their identity 
· Discuss how to make collages and the different ways you can do so 
	45 mins
15 mins

	Closing: 

Make sense, recap, reinforce
	· Clean up 
	5 mins

	Work Period Day: Day 4, 5, 6

	Introductory Activities: 

Warm-up, review, new terminology, “Hook”

	· Help kids set up with all of their collage materials 


	5 mins

	Learning Activities:  

Presentation, modeling, check for understanding, guided practice, independent application

	· Finish their brainstorming 
· Cut out images for collage 
· Create collage 
	60 mins

	Closing: 

Make sense, recap, reinforce
	· Clean up
	5 mins

	Materials and Resources Required For Lesson

	Technology Hardware
	Self-Portrait PowerPoint

	Printed Materials
	· PowerPoint Notes
· Handout for Project 2



	Supplies / Equipment
	· Magazines, coloured papers, tissue paper, found objects (some natural items), any other collage materials
· Scissors 
· Strong paper for final product 
· Glue 

	Accommodations / Modifications (differentiated instruction)

	Resource Student
	· A more basic collage would be fine – still have them work on images they feel go with their identity 
· Give them help with scissors 
· Allow them to move around during the lecture, or given them notes about it if they cannot handle sitting still that long
· Could have them draw out symbols for their identity, rather than cutting them out

	Gifted Student
	· Have them create more abstract collages that hide the self-portraiture even more 
· Give them small Xacto-knives for cutting out tiny details 

	Non-Native Speaker
	· Show them what you want them to do 
· Translate your handout 
· Have them watch others to see what they are doing

	Lesson #3 Title:  
	Pushing Self Portraiture

	Lesson #3 Learning Goals

Students will:
	· Be able to discuss artwork that is on the boundary of self-portraiture 
· They will create an inner self painting that combines ideas from all of the different thoughts on self-portraiture 

	Length
	1 Lecture Day – 70 mins 

10 Work Days – 70 mins x 10
1 Critique Day – 70 mins

	Lecture Day: Day 7

	Instructional Procedures
	Time

	Introductory Activities: 

Warm-up, review, new terminology, “Hook”
	· Recap of what we have already talked about 
· Intro to the new content
	5 mins

	Learning Activities:  

Presentation, modeling, check for understanding, guided practice, independent application
	· Lecture on Pushing Self-Portraiture – different ways artists depict themselves and whether or not they are self-portraits 
· Discussion on Cindy Sherman – do you think her art can be considered self-portraiture?
· Introduce the culminating task of the unit – Project 3 
· Discuss the ideas in the Resource Reading – where the kids can use these in their artworks
· If time, have them start brainstorming
	60 mins

	Closing: 

Make sense, recap, reinforce
	· Clean up 
	5 mins

	Work Period Days: Day 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17

	Introductory Activities: 

Warm-up, review, new terminology, “Hook”
	· Help them set up 
	5 mins

	Learning Activities:  

Presentation, modeling, check for understanding, guided practice, independent application
	· Will show me their plan before they start their painting
· They will be working on their painting
· Help whenever needed 
	60 mins

	Learning Activities:  

Presentation, modeling, check for understanding, guided practice, independent application
	· Clean up 
	5 mins

	Critique Day: Day 18

	Introductory Activities: 

Warm-up, review, new terminology, “Hook”
	· Set up the room so all the pieces are easily viewable 
· Have everyone walk around and look at them 
	5 mins

	Learning Activities:  

Presentation, modeling, check for understanding, guided practice, independent application
	· Each student will have x amount of time 
· Others give feedback and ideas they find about the work 

· The artist gives a statement 
	60 mins

	Learning Activities:  

Presentation, modeling, check for understanding, guided practice, independent application
	· Clean up 
	5 mins

	Homework
	· Fill out Self –assessment about their painting
	

	Materials and Resources Required For Lesson

	Technology Hardware
	Self-Portraiture PowerPoint
http://www.hollyarmishaw.com/the-philosophy-of-self-portraiture-in-contemporary-art---essay.html

	Printed Materials
	· Notes for PowerPoint
· Handout for Project 3 
· Self-Assessment Sheet 

	Supplies / Equipment
	· Easels 
· Canvases (rather large) 
· Paint 
· Paintbrushes 
· Pallets 
· Research method – computers 
· Magazines 

	Accommodations / Modifications (differentiated instruction)

	Resource Student
	· Verbally ask them their self-assessment so that you can explain each question 
· Allow them to move around during the lecture, or given them notes about it if they cannot handle sitting still that long
· Allow them to have a more representational self-portrait 
· If paint is too hard for them, they can use another medium 

	Gifted Student
	· Allow for other materials to be attached to the canvas 
· If they want to do something other than a painting, allow it 

	Non-Native Speaker
	· Show them what the students are doing for the project. 
· Translate the handouts 

	Unit Glossary of Terms

	Symbolism
Self-Portraiture

	Appendix 

	Black Line Masters (handouts, quizzes, rubrics, checklists, etc)



