Self Portrait Unit Handout
Grade 11: AVI3M

Artists are always making self portraits. In this unit, we will learn why this is, how we can do this ourselves, and if these always must be representational. There are 3 projects during this unit:

PROJECT 1: Traditional Self Portrait: 15% of the unit

	[bookmark: _Hlk479942028]Criteria
	Level 1: unsatisfactory
	Level 2: satisfactory/good
	Level 3:
 very good
	Level 4: 
excellent
	

	Process

	· Took a photo, printed it out and gridded the image
· Used incorrect paper 
	· Used phone, took a picture, and created the work from that
· Used incorrect paper

	· Used mirror/phone and paper to create work. 
· Did not grid the image
	· Used mirror and paper to create work. 
· Did not grid the image.
	      

      /4 

	Content
	· Image does not look like the artist
· Pose is boring for the viewer 
	· Image resembles the artist 
· Pose could be more interesting
	· Image very much resembles the artist 
· Pose is interesting and works 
	· Image looks almost like a photo of the artist 
· Pose is very interesting 

	


/4

	Technical Skills

	· Shading is lacking in contrast and smoothness. 
· Proportions are not very good. 

	· Shading is lacking in contrast or smoothness. 
· Proportions could be better 
	· Shading is close to the original image 
· Proportions are like the original image 

	· Shading is very smooth and contrasting.
· Proportions are very close to the original. 

	


/4

	Overall Effect
 
	·  Principles and elements have not been considered
· Composition is not thought out 
	·  Principles and elements are slightly considered
· Composition is partly thought out 
	· Principles and elements have been thought about
· Composition has been well thought out  
	· Principles and elements have been really taken into consideration
· Composition is very interesting

	

/4

	Artist Statement
	· Does not explain the pose and does not go into detail.
· Not enough words at all. 
	· Explains what pose they chose and why but does not go into much detail. 
· Close to the correct amount of words. 
	· Explains what pose they chose and why in decent detail.
· Correct amount of words. 

	· Goes into depth about the pose and what type of self portrait they were trying to make. 
· Maybe over the word count, but not exceeding 500 words. 

	



/4 


Using drawing pencils and a 9 by 11 piece of paper, you will draw yourself using a mirror. This is to allow you to work on the traditional conventions of self-portraiture. You will write a short (250 word) artist statement on what pose you drew and why. The work needs to be fully shaded (except for the background). Think about what reason you are making the work (from our PowerPoint: immortality, to depict your job as an artist, its subject matter that is always there, storytelling, or fun), and show that in the work. 
								
											TOTAL:    /20
PROJECT 2: Self Portrait Collage: 25% of the unit

You will create a collage about your inner self using magazine images, paper cut outs, etc. This means you will depict yourself by drawing an outline of your face, and then filling it with collage pieces. Think about what makes you, you: yours interests, your feelings, your history, your future, your family/friends, your dreams, etc. Start by brainstorming in your sketchbook. Then cut out pieces, and try to create a composition with them. You will have an 11 by 15 piece of paper. You can use photographs if you want. 
*Do not just cut out things you like and paste them in your shape and call it finished. Think about how you can make this subtler, perhaps with one theme, etc. It should be interesting to the viewer and it should need some explanation so that it all makes sense.
Include a 250 word artist statement explaining the piece (the theme, how you came up with it, etc.)

	Criteria
	Level 1: unsatisfactory
	Level 2: satisfactory/good
	Level 3:
 very good
	Level 4: 
excellent
	

	Process

	·  Did not brainstorm 
· Just started working 
	· Only brainstormed a little, picked too many themes, and made the work with that 
	· Created a brainstorm, picked a theme, and created the work from that 

	· Brainstormed a lot, homing in on one theme, and created the work from there
	      

      /4 

	Content
	·  Includes outline, but it is very generic 
· Filled with collage – perhaps spilling over
· Not too interesting
	· Includes outline of portrait, filled with collage 
· Rather interesting to look at 
	· Includes interesting outline of portrait, filled in with collage. 
· Interesting to look at – not too easy to understand what is going on 

	· Includes very interesting outline of the portrait in an interesting way
· Collage is very interesting 

	


/4

	Technical Skills

	· Did not think about the principles and elements 
· Needs more careful cutting and pasting. 

	·  Decent use of the principles and elements
· Skills for cutting and pasting could improve 
	· Good use of the principles and elements
· Good cut outs and pasting 
	· Great use of all principles and elements (especially texture, balance, unity)
· Great cutting out and pasting (looks like one piece)

	


/4

	Overall Effect
 
	·  Theme is not evident: too much is going on
· Composition is not interesting at all
	·  Theme is a little too easy to understand, or too much 
· Composition is decent

	·  There is a good theme 
· Interesting composition
	· There is a very evident theme that is there. 
· Very interesting composition 
· 
	

/4

	Artist Statement
	· Does not explain the theme and idea 
· Too little words
	· Barely explains the theme and idea
· Slightly less than 250 words
	· Explains the theme and idea well
· Around 250 words
	· Goes into depth about the theme and idea of the work 
· Maybe over the word count, but not exceeding 500 words. 

	


/4


	TOTAL:    /20

PROJECT 3: Expanded: Your Own Self Portrait: 50% of the unit 

After looking at all of these artist’s self portraits, you probably have a sense of what you believe a self portrait is/isn’t. For this project, you will create a self portrait in whatever medium you choose. It must include some realistic parts and some symbolic ones. Mediums to consider: paint, collage, drawing, image transfer, sculpture, mixed-media, etc. Think about the conventions we looked at through this unit. Why are you making this work? What are you trying to show about yourself? 
You must first make a plan for the work in your sketchbook. Once it is approved, you may start working on your final work. We will have a critique at the end where we all can share our work and discuss them. 

Part 1: PLAN	- 15% of assignment							Total:     /12

	Criteria
	Level 1: unsatisfactory
	Level 2: satisfactory/good
	Level 3:
 very good
	Level 4: 
going beyond
	

	Concept



	· There is no creativity in props, clothing, hair, etc. 
· 
	· Includes minimal creativity in concept 

	· Includes some creativity in the concept – with fusion, colours, themes, etc.

	· Very creative concept in colours, themes, fusion, abstract/realism, etc.  
· 
	
     /4

	Content
	· Includes minimal thought on principles and elements of design
· Does not include reference pictures

	· Includes some thought on principles and elements 
· Includes minimal reference pictures

	· Includes thought on principles and elements
· Includes some reference pictures 

	·  Includes lots of thought on principles and elements of design
· Includes many reference pictures 
	


/4

	Format
	· Is half of a page 
· Only includes pictures 
	· Is ¾ of a page 
· Includes mostly pictures, some words
	· Is one page in your sketchbook 
· Includes drawings and written words 
	· Is more pages in your sketchbook
· Includes lots of pictures and words 

	

/4




















[bookmark: _Hlk479937195]Part 2: WORK – 75% of assignment							Total:    /16

	Criteria
	Level 1: unsatisfactory
	Level 2: satisfactory/good
	Level 3:
 very good
	Level 4: 
excellent
	

	Media


	· Choice of media does not work for the idea presented
	· Choice of media is decent but could be altered
	· Choice of media works for what was created 
	· Choice of media is very effective
	
     /4

	Content
	· Un-interesting composition
· Elements and principles of design are missing
· Has not followed plan at all
· Has very-much stayed in their comfort zone
	· Decent composition
· Elements and principles of design were thought about but not fully realized 
· Similar plan as originally thought
· Has stayed in their comfort zone
	· Good composition
· Elements and principles of design were done well
· Has mainly followed the plan
· Has started to leave their comfort zone
 
	· Interesting composition
· The elements and principles of design that were discussed are used in an interesting way
· Has followed the basic plan the student had
· Has pushed the student out of their comfort zone (with media they have never tried before, etc.)

	


/4

	Overall Effect
	· Concept is not visible at all
· Not finished 
	· Concept may be a bit hard to understand 
· Is not fully finished 

	· Concept comes across to the viewer
· Looks finished
	· Concept is effectively portrayed to the viewer
· Is a complete work 

	

/4




Part 3: CRITIQUE – 10% of assignment 						Total:   /8
	Criteria
	Level 1: unsatisfactory
	Level 2: satisfactory/good
	Level 3:
 very good
	Level 4: 
excellent
	

	Explanation



	· Fails to explain the concept, process, and/or final result
· Does not discuss what they would do differently
	· Explains the concept, process, and final result briefly and not very detailed
· Does not touch on what they would do differently
	· Explains concept, process, and final result rather clearly and mostly effective
· Touches on what they would do differently next time 

	· Explains concept, process, and final result clearly and effectively
· Explains what they would do differently next time

	
     /4

	Discussion
	· Does not participate at all in discussion 
· Does not provide any feedback
	· Fails to participate in the discussion of other people’s work
· Does not provide much feedback for their peers
	· Participates in the discussion of other people’s work
· Provides some insight and positive feedback to their peers

	· Actively participates in discussion of other people’s work
· Provides lots of insight and positive feedback to their peers

	

/4




